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Five species of sea turtles are found in Gulf waters, all of which are either threatened or endangered. Prime nesting season for sea turtles is May through October. Green sea turtles consume
seagrasses and algae, loggerheads forage benthically and consume crustaceans and fish, leatherbacks eat primarily jellyfish, and Kemp’s ridleys are normally bottom-feeders, consuming crabs 
and other benthic fauna. USGS is currently conducting sea turtle sampling on juvenile greens and adult loggerheads in Everglades National Park and on several life stages of loggerheads, 
greens,and hawksbills in Dry Tortugas National Park. The work in the Dry Tortugas is supported by both the Coral Reef Ecosystem Studies Project (CREST) and the Priority Ecosystem 
Studies (PES) Program. The map depicts locations of current sea turtle sampling projects (stars) and polygons showing results of previous sea turtle tracking projects by species in relation 
to the BP Deepwater Horizon oil wellhead. Also shown are results from previous aerial surveys to document sea turtle presence in the Gulf and Atlantic coastal areas. 
Polygons may include locations for more than one turtle, and nesting sites are often used by several species of sea turtles.  
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